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EPISTLE READING
Rom. 10:11-21 ; 11: 1-2

rethren, the scripture says, No one who

believes in God will be put to shame. For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his
riches upon all who call upon him. For, every
one who calls upon the name of the Lord will
be saved. But how are men to call upon him
in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in him of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without
a preacher? And how can men preach unless
they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach good news!
But they have not all obeyed the gospel; for
Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what he
has heard from us? So faith comes from what
is heard, and what is heard comes by the
preaching of Christ. But I ask, have they not
heard? Indeed they have; for Their voice has
gone out to all the earth, and their words to
the ends of the world. Again I ask, did Israel
not understand? First Moses says, I will make
you jealous of those who are not a nation; with
a foolish nation I will make you angry. Then
Isaiah is so bold as to say, I have been found
by those who did not seek me; I have shown
myself to those who did not ask for me. But of
Israel he says, All day long I have held out my
hands to a disobedient and contrary people. I
ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no
means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew.



EYAITEAIKON ANATNQXMA
Mat6.07,9-13

T@ KALPQ EKEVW, Tapaywv 0 Incodg

¢keibev €idev &vOpwmov KaBHuEVOV
émi 10 teAwviov, Matbaiov Aeyduevov,
Kol Aéyel a0T®* dkoAovBel pot. Kal
avaotag nKkoAovBnoev avt®. Kal éyéveto
a0TOD Gvakeluévou €v Ti] oikiq, kal 100V
moAAoL teA@vat kal apaptwAotl EAOOVTEG
GUVAVEKELWVTO TG 'INcoD Kal Toig padnraig
abtod. kal 186vteg of dapioaiot eimov Toig
pHaOnTaic avtod’ drati HeETa TAOV TEAWVQOV
Kol AUXPTWAGV €601el 6 dddokaog LUGV;
6 8¢ 'Incod dkovoag eimev adToic’ oV Xpeiay
€xoualv ol ioxVovTeG 1atpoD, AN’ 01 KaK®DG
€xovteg. mopevbévteg ¢ pabete Tl €oTiv
E\eov BéAw kai o Busiav. ob yap AAOov
KaAéoar dikaiovg, GAAG apaptwAovg €ig
UETAVOLAV.

L

ANAXTAXIMON AITOAYTIKION
Hxogmh. B°

YYEAKal duvdapelg €ml TO UVAud cov,

Kal ol QUAAGOOVTEG, AmeveKkpwOnoav:
Kal fotato Mapia €v T® td@w, (ntodoa to
dxpavtdv cov cdua. EckOAevoag Tov Adny,
ur melpacOeic O avTOD VTAVTINOAG TH
MapBévew, dwpovpevog Thv {whv. ‘O GvaoTag
€K TV vekp®V, Kopie 86&a oot

b

GOSPEL READING
Matt. 9: 9-13

t that time, as Jesus passed on, he

saw a man called Matthew sitting
at the tax office; and he said to him,
Follow me. And he rose and followed
him. And as he sat at table in the house,
behold, many tax collectors and sinners
came and sat down with Jesus and his
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw
this, they said to his disciples, Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners? But when he heard it, he
said, Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick.
Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire
mercy, and not sacrifice.” For I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.
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Angelic Powers were at your grave, and
those who guarded it became as dead,

and Mary stood by the tomb, seeking your
most pure Body. You despoiled Hell and
emerged unscathed; you met the Virgin
and granted life. Lord, risen from the dead,
glory to youl!
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SAINT MATTHEW THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

oday’s Gospel Reading is that for the Feast Day of St Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist.

Matthew’s decision to leave behind his life of corrupt commerce and become Christ’s
Disciple and Apostle is recorded in his gospel. St Matthew is a great example of the life-
changing power of repentance. His answer to Christ’s call to follow Him changed his own
life and the life of the world forever. For his gospel has gone out to the ends of the earth,
to people of every language and people and nation. Thus, as the Lord says through the
Prophet Isaiah, and as St Paul re-iterates in today’s Epistle Reading: “I have been found by
those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me”, and “Their voice
has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world”.

Matthew, as an Apostle and Evangelist, changed the world by making disciples of all
nations through his missionary endeavours and his gospel, which the entire Church has
considered to be holy scripture since no later than the early second century. It is this
which our Fathers had in mind when selecting today’s Epistle Reading for the Feast of St
Matthew: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved”. But how are they to call on
one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never



heard? And how are they to hear without someone
to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him
= 7)) unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
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are the feet of those who bring good news!”

St Matthew is an example to us of how our
lives can be changed by heeding the call to
repentance and complete dedication to Christ.
He is also a reminder that we too are in a way
called to be apostles - people sent into the world
to bear witness to Christ. We live in a time and
place where fewer and fewer people are hearing
about Christ or hearing the truth about Christ.
We who are ‘inheritors’ of the true Faith have a
duty not only to preserve the true Faith, but also
to proclaim it and to take it to others. I believe
that the influx of Greek Cypriot and Eastern
European Orthodox Christians in this country
over the last hundred years was no co-incidence
or accident of history; for these people brought the true Faith with them and, as a result,
even if unintentionally, they brought Orthodoxy back to these lands, and the result has been
a significant number of British people converting to Orthodox Christianity. The arrival in
this country of Orthodox from distant shores was certainly providential. If we truly believe
that what we have is the pearl of great price, the true Faith, Church and Tradition, then
surely we will have to account to God for concealing it from those who have not heard.

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY)

\ Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth, our official Archdiocesan Youth
and Young Adult Ministry.

* To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com

Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain, 5 Craven Hill, London W2 3EN
Tel.: 020 7723 4787 o E-mail: archthyateira@gmail.com « Website: www.thyateira.org.uk
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