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EPISTLE READING
2Cor. 11: 31-33 ;12: 1-9

B rethren, the God and Father of the
Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever,
knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the
governor under King Aretas guarded the
city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I
was let down in a basket through a window
in the wall, and escaped his hands. I must
boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but
I will go on to visions and revelations of the
Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen
years ago was caught up to the third heaven
-whether in the body or out of the body I do
not know, God knows. And I know that this
man was caught up into Paradise -whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know,
God knows -and he heard things that cannot
be told, which man may not utter. On behalf
of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf
[ will not boast, except of my weaknesses.
Though if T wish to boast, I shall not be a
fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But
[ refrain from it, so that no one may think
more of me than he sees in me or hears from
me. And to keep me from being too elated
by the abundance of revelations, a thorn
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being
too elated. Three times I besought the Lord
about this, that it should leave me; but he
said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness. I will
all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.



EYAITEAIKON ANATNQXMA
Aovk. {7, 11-16

TQ) Kalp® €KelVw, EmopeveTo O INoodg

€1¢ TOAv kaAovpévnv Natv' kKal cuv-
EMOPEVOVTO AVTH ol pabntal adtol Kavol
Kal GxAog ToA0G. w¢ 8¢ yyioe Tf] TOAN TG
TOAewC, Kal 100U é€gkouileTo TeBVNKWE LIOG
UOVOYEVIG TH unTpl adtod, kol aitn Av XApa,
Ko 8xAog Thg TéAewC tkarvdg AV oLV ad T, kol
1dav avtnv 6 Kbprog éomAayyvicOn e’ a0t
Kol gimev aOTH* ur kAaie' kol TpooeAOwV
fiPato g 6opoD, ot 8¢ Pactdlovteg Eotnoay,
Kol ine’ veavioke, ool Aéyw, éyépontL. kai
avekdadioev 6 vekpog kal fip€ato AaAelv,
Kal EdWKeV aUTOV TH] untpl avtod. EAafe
d¢ poPoc mavrtag kal £66€alov tOV Oedv,
Aéyovteg 0Tt TPpoPNTNG HEYAG EYNYEPTAL EV
NULV, Kai 0Tt EneokEPato 6 OdG TOV AadV

GOSPEL READING
Luke 7: 11-16

At that time, Jesus went to a city called
Nain, and his disciples and a great
crowd went with him. As he drew near
to the gate of the city, behold, a man who
had died was being carried out, the only
son of his mother, and she was a widow;
and a large crowd from the city was with
her. And when the Lord saw her, he had
compassion on her and said to her, Do not
weep. And he came and touched the bier,
and the bearers stood still. And he said,
Young man, I say to you, arise. And the
dead man sat up, and began to speak. And
he gave him to his mother. Fear seized them
all; and they glorified God, saying, A great
prophet has arisen among us! and God has
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING
“Do not weep”
T oday’s Gospel passage is an account of one of the most vividly memorable events in
the Holy Scripture. In a few simple sentences St Luke shows us our Lord, surrounded
by crowds, approaching the gates of the city, just as a young man is borne out on a bier
for burial outside the city wall. The only son of his widowed mother, he is accompanied
by her. The love of our Lord is movingly expressed in the one word: ‘eomAayyxvicbn’,
full of pity he had compassion on her. He immediately spoke to her, “Do not weep”. He
stopped the cortege and gave life back to the young man so that he sat up and talked.

The impact of this was overwhelming, and everyone was frightened. Whatever had
been in the minds of the mourners and the crowds was driven out. This was clearly the
work of God. The two things they shouted out - ‘a great prophet has arisen amongst
us’ and ‘God has visited His people’ both giving voice to the fulfilment of centuries of
yearning and longing for release from bondage.

That which was ‘promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever” had
suddenly become a reality before their eyes. They glorified God and proclaimed the
news to all the surrounding area. Those of us who have heard the Gospel stories many
times can often be at a disadvantage compared to those who hear for the first time.
We can easily let the familiar stories wash over us, leaving us unmoved, just as we hear
the familiar words of the liturgy and allow them to pass us by. One thing we can pick
up today is the infectious enthusiasm of those people of Nain so that we can respond
to the call of the deacon “Wisdom, Stand aright....”, jump to it and clear our minds of all
the detritus with which we fill it; we are in the presence of the Wisdom of God.

St Luke’s account of today’s miracle at Nain ends with the words ‘and He gave him
to his mother. As we leave this city, we are left with the beautiful image of our Lord
with the mother and her restored son in the stillness of their love for one another,
untouched by the busy crowd. May we find such peace.
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LIGHT A CANDLE

“I.am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
(John 8:12)

Upon entering an Orthodox church it is
customary to light candles and offer
prayers for one’s personal needs or that of
a family member or friend. Candles are lit
before icons as a sign of one’s faith and hope
in God’s help that is always sent to all who
turn to Him and His Saints with faith and
prayers. In practice, when lighting a candle
in Church the faithful usually make a small
offering to the Church. By lighting a candle
and offering a prayer, one enters into closer
contact with the Church and her ministry
to the faithful, invisibly warming the soul
by the visible light of the candle.
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and Young Adult Ministry.

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY)
\ Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at
Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth, our official Archdiocesan Youth

To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com

Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain, 5 Craven Hill, London W2 3EN
Tel.: 020 7723 4787 o E-mail: archthyateira@gmail.com « Website: www.thyateira.org.uk
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Learn Byzantine Music
@ www.byzantinepsalmist.com
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