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ol Tfi¢ &V Xp1ot® oo, ueta 86Eng aiwviov.

EPISTLE READING
2 Tim. 2:1-10

imothy, my son, be strong in the grace that isin

Christ Jesus,and what you have heard fromme
before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as
agood soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service
gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is
to satisfy the one who enlisted him. An athlete is
not crowned unless he competes according to the
rules. It is the hardworking farmer who ought to
have the first share of the crops. Think over what
I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in
everything, Remember Jesus Christ, risen from
the dead, descended from David, as preached in
my gospel, the gospel for which I am suffering
and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of
God is not fettered. Therefore I endure everything
for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain
salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.
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EYATTEAIKON ANATNQXMA  Aovk.n’, 26-39
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aniiAOe ka®’ SAnv trv téAv knpvoowv Soa Enoinoev avT® O 'INoodg.

GOSPEL READING  Luke 8: 26-39

At that time, as Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, there met him a man from

the city who had demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes and he lived not in a
house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and
said with a loud voice, What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beseech
you, do not torment me. For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For
many a time it had seized him; he was kept under guard, and bound with chains and fetters,
but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the desert. Jesus then asked him,
What is your name? And he said, Legion; for many demons had entered him. And they begged
him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding
there on the hillside; and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them leave. Then
the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep
bank into the lake and were drowned. When the herdsmen saw what happened, they fled, and
told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and
they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told
them how he who had been possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the
surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked him to depart from them; for they were seized
with great fear; so he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had
gone begged that he might be with him; but he sent him away, saying, Return to your home,
and declare how much God has done for you. And he went away, proclaiming throughout the
whole city how much Jesus had done for him.

MAPTYPIA ITIZTEQX

T 0 evayyeAikd avayvwopa tg £kTng Kuptakig tov Aoukd avagépetat o éva eEalpeTikd

eVOLAPEPOV TTEPLOTATIKOG, UE TTOAAG KOt 1d1aiTEPA UNVOUATA Yia TV TIVELUATIKY {WT] TWV
0pB036EwV xproTiavidv. 1o ev Adyw avdyvwoua tapatnpovue tov Incod va Staléyetal pe
T0 akaBapto TVELUA, TO OTO10 EIXE KUPLOAEKTIKA KUPLEVGEL TOV dALUOVIGUEVO GvOpwTo, TOV
omoio cuvavtnoe otn XwWpax twv F'adapnvdv. Tedikd, o Koprog napryysile kat Siétade ta dat-
povia va Byovv and to darpoviléuevo avtd TAdoua, £T01 WOoTe eKelvo va anaAlayel and ™
UeyaAn avtn dokipaoia.

To amotéAeopa eivat e€6xw¢ suYKIVNTIKG. BAEmouue Tov AvOpwmo auTtdv, EVE TPONYOUuE-
VWG -UTO TNV GATAVIKN EMLPPON- HTAV YUUVAC, HaVIaKOG KAl HaKpLd artd Ty avOpmivn Kot-
vwvia, va kdOetat thpa kovtd ota tddia Tov Inoov, oe oTdon npepiog, YaAvng Katl eVYyVwHo-
o0VNG, VIUUEVOG KAl GWPPOVIGUEVOG.

ME£6a 6TO XAPLITWHUEVO AUTO TTAXIGLO THG TVEVUATIKHG EVPOPLAG, O TTPWNV dATUOVI{OUEVOG,
TAPAKAAOVGE TOV EVEPYETH TOV Va TOL eMITPEYEL Vi petvel padli Tov, yia va atobdavetat diop-
KWG TNV ao@AAELx TG Tapovsiog Kat TG evAoyiag Tov. Opwg o Kopiog tov cupPovAee va emi-
OTPEYPEL GTO OTILTL TOV KAl Vo SINYELTAL AUTA TIOL TOL TPOGEPEPE 0 OedG, dNAadn Thv amaAlaym,
™V aneAevBépwaon Kat T AVTPWGH amd To KAKO Kt o T1G SAIHOVIKES Kt GKOTELVEG SUVAELG.

Avtd Tov otnVv ovesla wpdtetve o Incovg otov Bepamevpuévo auvtdv avBpwmo eivar va divel



paptupia ToTewG 0Toug cLVAVOPWTOLS Tov. OnwG dracwletal pdAtota oto Iepd EvayyéAio,
0 €VEPYETNUEVOG aLTOG AVOpWTIOG OXt amA& UtAovoe aAAd KNPUTTE GO0 TOL TPOGEPEPE O XP1-
o106 pag. Aier va onuelwbdel O, 6t krputte dX1 LOVO 0TO oTiTL TOV, AAAL KAt 6 OASKANPN
Vv oA é1ov diépeve. TOyxpovog Matépag tng EKKANGIAG ava@Epel XapaKkTnploTiKd yix To
YEYOVOG autd:

«AUTO €ivan TO XPE0G UaG. AVTOS EIvVaL 0 TPOTTOG Vi VO EKPPROOVIE TNV EVYVWUOTUVE UGG TIPOG
Tov KUpio Inoov yix T 60a uag EXEL TPOOPEPEL TNV amoAVTPWa) Kot T1) owtnpio. Nao dinyoUuaote
dnAady atovg aAdovg Tig evepyeaieg Tov. N Siaknpvooovue tov mAovto ths Oeiag aydmng Tov. Na
amoloyoUuaote “navtl T altodvtL Huds Adyov mepl tii¢ €v Nuiv éAtidog” (A" étp. 3, 15). N katorb-
TOVUE EVAWTILOV TWV avOpWTwWV T paptupia INoov Xpiotou (AToK. 1, 2)° uapTupie TIOTEWS KAl ApOt-
Woewg oto Beio mpdownd Tovy (MntpomoAitng Néag Zuvpvng K. ZUHEWV).

TTOV EVAOYNUEVO XWPO THG XAPLTOG TOL B0V, HAPTLPLX XPLOTIAVIKHG TOTEWS TTPOTPEPOLV
1N EkkAnoia, wg ©€0600tatog Kot OavBponivog opyaviouds, aAAd kat o kae xpiotiavog Eexw-
p10Td, WG TPdowTo. MdAtota dg, avtd yivetat pe motkiloug tpdmoug, Tdoo péoa and t {wh Kat
™ dpdor Toug 600 Kat Ue T Adyla Kal T GUYKEKPIUEVT KAl ELPATIKT opoAoyia Toug.

H ExkkAnoia pag, wg Osopde, paptupel « Inoodv Xpiotov kai tovtov Eotavpwuévovy (A" Kop. 2,
2), TpwTapXIKA Héoa amd tn Ociar Aatpeia kat T Iepd Muothpia, diaitepa de péoa and tn Osia
Evxapiotia, u€ow thg omoiag o Xp1oTog Tpos@épetal 6Toug miotoug. To krpuypa tov EvayyeAiov
etvat emiong évag duvautkog TPOToG TPOGPOPAG UapTupiag TG TioTew  Kat d1ddoong Tov unvo-
patog Tov Xp1otoL 6tov KOopo. H EKkAnela OUwG, He TVEDUA KOWVWVIKNG gvatodnoiog kat xpt-
oTavikNG aAANAeyyong, ek@pddel T TioTn THG Kot péoa amd €pya aydnng Kat diakoviag Tpog
TOUG EV AVAYKH €VPLOKOUEVOULS avBpdmoug. Mia Eexwpioth] paptupia anotedel kat n aydtnta
TWV HEAWV TNG, TTOL SElXVEL TTPAYUATIKA WG 1 TLoTN 0TOV XPLoTd UETAPOPPWVEL TN (Wi} TOL
avOpwIoL, 0dNYWVTAG TOV 6TNV AYLOTHTA KAl THV €VWon UE TV Og0.

0 kd0e xproTiavdg -wg TPdowo- PLwvel TNV TioTn Tov oTov Xp1otd, we TV mpdén thg {wiig
Tov, Hia Tpa&n kabnuepivig mvevuatiknig {wig, dmov oto kEvTpo tng Ppiokovtat n mpooevyH,
1 vnoteia Kot n cuUUETOXN ot lepd Muothpia, KaBWg eNiong 1 EUTPAKTN aydmn, 1 CLYXW-
peon kat n aAAnAoPorifeia. Maptupia TioTewg TPOoPEPEL £mtiong e Tov Adyo Tov, TV UTO-
HovY] oTIG SoKIUAGIES, TNV EATIOA KL TNV EUTLOTOGUVH 0TOV O€0 K1 aKOUAX UE TO XPLOTIAVIKO
N0o¢ kat tnv gvyéveld tov.

H paptupia tiotewg otov Incod Xpioto elval mpocwmikn OOV Tov kde miotov. H 0pBo-
d0&n ExkkAnoia kot ta uéAn tng {ouv kat ek@pdlovv tnv miotn Toug Kabnuepvd, e aydmn,
aAnBeia kat avbevtikdTNTA, KATAVYALOVTAG TOV KOGHO UE TO PWG TOL XpLoToV. Aprv.

Tpwronpeap. Avaotdotos A. Sadamdzag

SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING
I n today’s Gospel reading, we read of the healing of a man possessed by demons. Ultimately,
this gospel reading points to Christ’s power and authority over evil. However, one can also
see how loving one’s neighbour is linked to our acceptance of Christ.

To give greater context to today’s Gospel reading, we must look at the passages before and
after. Four verses earlier (Luke 8:22-26), Christ tells his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other
side of the lake’. A storm appears, and the disciples fear for their lives. Christ then shows His
authority over nature by calming the storm. The disciples are amazed and ask themselves,
‘Who is this man?’. The pericope then continues with today’s Gospel reading, where Christ,
once again, shows his authority, though now over the demons. Again, following today’s passage,
upon Christ’s return to Galilee, he resurrects Jairus’ daughter and restores the woman with
the issue of blood, showing Christ’s authority over illness and death. These three passages all
show Jesus’ authority and affirm His divinity. Though having said this, we observe the people,
including his disciples, do not once make this connection that Jesus is Christ and God; only
the demons do, crying in fear, ‘Jesus, Son of the Most High God’. In this way, the demons even



answer the disciples’ question asked in the boat, ‘Who is this man?’

We also observe in today’s passage a striking contrast between the demons that cry out
to Christ and acknowledge Him, and the people of the Gadarenes who, despite seeing His
power, do not recognise who He is and ultimately reject Him, begging ‘Him to leave their
neighbourhood’ (Matthew 8:28-34). The presence of pigs, as well as the location, shows us that
the people of the Gadarenes were Gentiles; therefore, the pigs would have been their livestock
and, hence, sold for profit. Rather than rejoice over the healing and restoration of their fellow
man, who suffered for years, the Gadarenes express their disappointment with the death of
their pigs. The people are so far from Christ’s call to love one’s neighbour, possessed by their
own desire for profit, that ultimately they are unable to accept Christ and so reject Him. Too
often, we are consumed with concerns for our livelihoods. Such an obsession can cause us to
neglect both our fellow human and, as we see from today’s Gospel reading, even inhibit our
relationship with Christ. We must therefore be careful not to let our daily concerns get in the
way of our relationship with Christ. Make time for those things that are good and profitable
to our souls, attend the services, say our private prayers and participate in the Sacraments
offered to us by the Church. ‘For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, but
forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 26:16).

Christ in today’s passage shows us yet another example of his love for humanity. Just as
Christ sought the lost sheep in the parable (Luke 15:1-7), so also did he seek to restore the man
suffering from demons. The demoniac was the sole purpose of their journey ‘to the other side
of the lake’ (Luke 8:22). The man was lost, divided, now associated with death, ‘living among
the tombs’. Christ restores his division, with the casting out of the demons, bringing him to
wholeness. Ultimately, it is this man who becomes the sole follower and believer in Christ, who
is sent to preach the Gospel to the people of the city. We must remember, therefore, whenever
we too are in a low state (not necessarily as extreme as the man from today’s passage), to have
hope in Christ and to look for Him and His Church, remembering Christ’s desire to restore us all.

Presbyter Gregory Craveiro
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Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com

Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain, 5 Craven Hill, London W2 3EN
Tel.: 020 7723 4787 o E-mail: archthyateira@gmail.com « Website: www.thyateira.org.uk
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